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Where the flight of fancy is managed with good judgment, 
the feldomer it is feen it is the more valuable. Grew. 

Se ldomness. n. f [from Jeldom. J Uncommonnefs; infre¬ 

quency; rarenefs; rarity. Little ufed. 

. De gfees of well-doing there could be none, except perhaps 
in th ejeldomnefs and oftennefs of doing well. Hooker. 

Se ldshown. adj. [ Jeld and Jhoum. J Seldom exhibited to 
view. 

Seldfhown flamins 

Do prefs among the popular throngs. jS hakefp. Coriolanus, 
l o SL_j-lv Cl. v. a. [ feted! us , Latin. J 1 o chufe in preference 

to others rejected. 

-i he iQotmen, feled!ed out of all the provinces, were greatly 
diminifhed, being now fcarce eight thoufand ftrong. Knolks. 
The pious chief 

A hundred youths from all his train fpedls. Dryden. 

Sele'ct. adj. [from the verb.] Nicely chofen; choice j culled 
out on account of fuperiour excellence. 

To the nuptial bow’r 

I led her, blufhing like the morn: all heav’n. 

And happy conftellations, on that hour 

Shed their felediejl influence. Milton's Par ad. Lofl . 

SeUdi trom vulgar herds, with garlands gay, 

A hundred bulls alcend the facred way. Prior. 

Selection, n.f [felediio, Lat. from feled!.’] The a& of 
culling or chufing ; choice. 

While we fingle out feveral difhes, and reject others, the 
feted!ion feems but arbitrary. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

Sex r ctness. n.J. [from Jeledi. ] The (late of being feledt. 
Sele'ctor. n.f [from feledi.] He who feleels. 

Selenogra'phical. } adj. [ felenographique,Ev . from felenogra- 
Selenogra'phick. ) phy.) Belonging to felenography. 
Sele'nography. n.f. \^felenographie, Fr. <rs\Y,w and y^oKpu.] 
A defeription of the moon. 

Heveiius, in his accurate felenography, , or defeription of the 
moon, hath well tranflated the known appellations of regions, 
fleas, and mountains, unto the parts of that luminary. Brown. 
SELb . pronoun, plur. Jelves. [ filba, Gothick ; rylp, rylpa, Sax. 
felf felve, Dutch.] 

!. Its primary fignification feems to be that of an adjedive : 
very j particular; this above others; fometimes, one’s own. 
Shoot another arrow that jelf way 
Which you did (hoot the firft. Shakefp. Merck, of Ven. 

The cruel minifters, by felf and violent hands, 

Took off her life. Shakef eare. 

On thefle fe f hills the air is fo thin, that it is not fufficient 
to bear up the odyof a bird. Raleigh. 

At that felf moment enters Palamon 
The gate of Venus. Dryden. 

2. It is united both to the perflonal pronouns, and to the neu¬ 
tral pronoun it, and is always added when they are ufed reci¬ 
procally, or return upon themflelves : as, J did not hurt him, 
he hurt himfelf; the people hifs me, but I clap myflelf; thou Lvcfl 
thy felf, though the worldJ corns thee. 

Self is that conflcious thinking thing, which isflenfibleor con- 
fleious of pleaflure and pain, capable of happinefls and miflery, 
and fo is concerned for itjelf, as far as that confcioufnefs ex¬ 
tends. Locke. 

3. It is fometimes ufed emphatically in the nominative cafe : as, 
myfelf will decide it; I myfelf will come; himfelf thdl revenge 
it. This ufe of felf , thus compounded, without the pronoun 
perfonal, is chiefly poetical. 

4. Compounded with him , a pronoun fubftantive, felf is in ap¬ 
pearance an adjedive: joined to my, thy, our, your , pronoun 
adjectives, it feems a fubftantive. Even when compounded 
with him it is at laft found to be a fubftantive, by its variation 
in the plural, contrary to the nature of Englifli adjedives, as 
himfelf, themfelves. 

5. Myfef-, himfelf, themfelves, and the reft, may, contrary to 
the analogy of my, him, them , be ufed as nominatives. 

6. It often adds only emphafis and force to the pronoun with 
which it is compounded. 

Next to the knowledge of God, this knowledge of our 
felves feems moft worthy of our endeavour. Hale. 

The fondnefs we have for felf, and the relation which other 
things have to our felves, furnifhes another long rank of pre¬ 
judices. Waits. 

7. It fignifies the individual, as fubjed to his own contem¬ 
plation or adion. 

T he fpark of noble courage now awake. 

And ftrive your excellent felf to excel. Fairy hfhieen. 

Since confcioufnefs always accompanies thinking, and it is 
that that makes every one to be what he calls felf, and thereby 
diftinguifhes himfelf from all other thinking things; in this 
. alone conftfts perfonal identity, i. e. the famenefs of a rational 
being. Locke. 

It is by the confcioufnefs it has of its prefent thoughts and 
adions, that it is felf to it felf now, and fo will be the fame 
felf, as far as the fame confcioufnefs can extend to adions paft 
or to come. Locke. 

8 . It is much ufed in compofttion, which it is proper to explain 
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by a train of examples. It is to be obferved, that its compb- 
fttion in ShakeJ'peare is often harfti; ^ 

Then held the her tongue, and caft down a felf accufin? 
look, finding that in her felf fhe had fliot out of the bow of 
her affedion a more quick opening of her mind, than fhe 
minded to have done. j 

Alas! while vre are wrapt in foggy mift ^ 

Of our fef-l ove, fo paflions do deceive, 

We think they hurt when moft they do aflift. Sidney, 

’Till Strephon’s plaining voice him nearer drew, ' 
Where by his words his Jef- like cafe he knew. Sidney . 

Ah ! where was firft that cruel cunning found, 

To frame of earth a veffel of the mind, 

Where it fhould be to //deftru&ion bound ? Sidney. 

Before the door fat//-confuming care, 

Day and night keeping wary watch and ward. Fa. %een. 
My ftrange and felf- abufe, 

Is the initiate fear that wants hard ufe. Shi.kef. Macbeth, 
I have heard fo much, 

And with Demetrius thought t’ have fpoke thereof; 

But being over-full of //affairs, 

My mind did lofe it. Shakejp. Midfum. Night's Dream, 
Nor know I aught 

T\ O 

By me that’s faid or done amifs this night, 

Unlefs felf- charity be fometimes a vice. 

And to defend ourfelves it be a fin, 

When violence aflails us. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

He walks, and that//chain about his neck. 

Which he forfwore. Shakespeare. 

It is in my power, in one felf- born hour, 

To plant and o’erwhelm cuftom. Shakefp. Winter’s Tale. 

His treafons will fit blufhing in his face, 

Not able to endure the fight of day. 

But //affrighted tremble at his fin. Shak. Rich. II. 

The ftars above us govern our conditions; 

Elfe one fef- mate and mate could not beget 
Such different iffues. Shakefpcan, 

I’m made of that fef- metal as my After, 

And prize me at her worth. Shak. King Lear. 

In my fchool-days, when I had loft onelhaft, 

I Iliot his fellow of the fef-f ame flight 
The //fame way, with more advifed watch, 

To find the other forth. Shakefpeart. 

Fie may do fome good on her: 

A peevifb //-will’d harlotry it is. Shak. Romeo and Juliet. 

But left myfelf be guilty of f If- wrong. 

I’ll ftop mine ears againft the mermaid’s fong. Shakefpeare, 
He conjunct and flatt’ring his difpleafure, 

Tript me behind: being down, inlulted, rail’d. 

Got praifes of the king. 

For him attempting who was //fubdu’d. Shakefpeare. 

The Everlafting fixt 

His canon ’gainft //flaughter. Shak. Hamlet. 

Know if his laft purpofe hold, 

Or whether fince he is advis’d by aught 
To change the courfe ? He’s full of alteration. 

And fef- reproving. Shakef King Lear. 

More or lefs to others paying. 

Than by felf- offences weighing ; 


Shame to him whofe cruel ftriking. 


Shakefpeare. 


Kills for faults of his own liking! 

Bellona’s bridegroom, lapt in proof, 

Confronted him with //caparifons, 

Point againft point rebellious, arm’gainft arm, 

Curbing his lavifh fpirit. Shak. Macbeth. 

Self-love, my liege, is not fo vile a fin 
As//neglecting. Shakef. Henry V • 

Anger is like 

A full hot horfe, who, being allow’d his way, 

&/mettle tires him. Shakefpeare, 

His lords defire him to have borne 
H is bruifed helmet and his bended fword 
Before him through the city; he forbids it. 

Being free from vainnefs and//-glorious pride. Shakef)* 
You promis’d 

To lay afide fef -harming heavinefs, t „ 

And entertain a cheerful difpofition. Shakef Rich. IH* 
In their anger they flew a man, and in their Jef- will they 
digged down a wall. Gen. xlix. • 

The moft ordinary caufe of a Angle life is liberty, efpecia y 
in certain fef -p eafmgand humorous minds, which are 1° 
Able of every reftraint as to think their girdles and garters to 
be bonds and fhackles. Bacon. 

Haft thou fet up nothing in competition with God, n° 
pride, pleafure, profit,//love, or fe if -intereft of thy 

Up through the fpacious palace pafied fhe, 

To where the king’s proudly repofed head. 

If any can be foft to tyranny, „ 

And //-tormenting An, had a foft bed. OaJ.ai > 

With 
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With a joyful wiliingnefs thefe//-loving reformers took 
poffeflion of ail vacant preferments, and with reluctance others 
parted with their beloved colleges and fubfiftencei Walton. 
Repent the An ; but if the punifhment 
Thou can’ft avoid, //prefervation bids* Milton. 

Him faft fleeping foon he found, 

In labyrinth of many a round //-roll’d. Milton . 

Oft times nothing proAts more 
Than//-efteem, grounded on juft and right, 

Well manag’d. Milton's Paradife Loji. 

Self- knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous, to correfpond with heav r n. Milton. 

So virtue giv’n for loft, 

Depreft and overthrown, as feem’d, 

Like that//-begotten bird, 

In th’Arabian woods emboft. 

That no fecond knows nor third. 

And lay ere while a holocauft. 

From out her afhy womb now teem’d. Milton's Agohijk, 
He forrows now, repents; and prays contrite, 

My motions in him : longer than they move. 

His heart I know how variable and vain, 

Sef-left. 

Seneca approves this //-homicide. 

Thy felf from flatt’ring//conceit defend. 

Nor what thou do’ft not know, to know pretend. Denham. 

Man’s that favage beaft, whofe mind, 

From reafon to //-love declin’d, L 

Delights to prey upon his kind. Denham . } 

Farewel, my tears; 

And my juft anger be no more con Ail’d 
T o vain complaints, or //-devouring Alienee^ Denham. 
They are yet more mad to think that men may go to reft 
by death, though they die in Jef- murder, the greateft An. 

Grounds Bills of Mortality. 
Are not thefe ftrange //-deluAons, and yet attefted by 
common experience? South's Sermons. 

If the image of God is only fovereignty, certainly we have 
been hitherto much miftaken, and hereafter are to beware of 
making ourfelves unlike God, by too much //-denial and 
humility. South’s Sermons. 

It a man would have a devout, humble, fin-abhorring,// 
denying frame of fpirit, he cannot take a more efficacious 
Courfe to attain it than by praying himfelf into it. South. 

Let a man apply himfelf to the difficult work of //-exa¬ 
mination by a ftri(ft ferutiny into the whole - eftate of his 

° U / , , . South’s Sermons. 

-x ratal //-importure, fuch as defeats the defign, and de- 
ftroys the force of all religion. South’s. Sermons. 

When he intends to bereave the world of an illuftrious 
perfon, he may caft him upon a bold fef- opinioned phyfician, 

yvorfe than his diftemper, who lhall make a ftiift to cure him 
into his grave. o « 

m i % . r • South s Sermons. 

e to iect of friends can never be proved rational, ’till we 
prove the perfon ufmg it omnipotent and [df. fufficient, and 
R aS T n never need an y affiftance. South 

.7 h “ man la f s ’ as wel1 as divine, fef- murder has ever 

a nl td °" as ‘ le greateft crime - Temple. 

*M -conceited fop will fwallow any thing. UEflrame. 

V . , _ your ancient lineage came; 

1 et my//-conflcious woith, your high renown, 
our virtue, through the neighb’ring nations blown. Dryd. 

fuffieLe glV u' TV" the comme ndation which his Jelf- 
fficiency could afford to any. ■ Myden. 

Below yon fphere 

here hangs the ball of earth and water mixt, 

center’d and unmovU Dryden's Side of Innocence. 

All thefe receive their birth from other thines 
Bat fiom himfelf the phoenix only fprings; 

•y-born begotten by the parent flame~ 

In which he burn’d, another and the.fame. 

pi 1 de ™™ n g fire that (hone fo bright, 
ew off all fudden with extinguilh’d light. 

And left one altar dark, a little fpace ; * ’ 

Thou firft ot :k ' n i dled ,’ and 7''™'’ d the blaze. Dryd, 

Fi/e’ the peop^beft^obey! ^ Drydn 

“sir- l ' dr 

pfeilSic*. K f ( bee " ^ mark ot/ 

fa another right {,{' is ft n o T ’ ’ * “ WC takc U P on , us to 

1 am as juftly accountable for any aaion T n Locke ' 

lnc e, appropriated to me now by this felf can fr‘ ^ ear ^ 

fa wh at I did the laft m J msy^-confcoufnefs, as I 




Dryden. 
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Each i 

it is i 


laft moment. T , 

nimcdiately p “ced C be a t ween’ S theTde^Y' 111 Y tW<> ’ 

f nnnation a fear to be cinnefied. ° f me " "Vf 
well as of/t(ence iii C l''imfe l ]r h ib h h P °, Wcrof P erfe &ion, ^ 

Jii iumielf 5 for he that is above, or e* 
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eth without, any caufe, that is, hath the power of exiftence 
himfelf, cannot be without the power of any poffible exift- 
,ce. Grew s Cofm. Sacr. 

Body cannot be//-exiftent, becaufe it is not ///-movent 5 
for motion is not of the eflence of body, becaufe we may 
have a deAnitive conception of body, abftracfted from that of 
motion : wherefore motion is fomething elfe befides body, and 
fomething without which a body may be conceived to exift. 

Grew's Cofmol. Sac. 

ConAdence, as oppofed to modefty, and diftinguilhed from 
decent afturance, proceeds from //-opinion, occafioned by 
ignorance or flattery. Collier of Confidence, 

Bewilder’d I, my author cannot And, j 

’Till fome Ar ft caufe, fome /’/■exiftent mind, > 

Who form’d, and rules all nature; is affign’d. Blackm. 3 

If a ftrft body may to any place 
Be not determin’d in the boundlefs fpace, 

’Tis plain it then may ablent be from all; 

Who then will this a//exiftence call ? Blackmore. 

Shall nature, erring from her ftrft command, 
^/prefervation fail by her own hand ? Granville. 

Low nonfenfe is the talent of a cold phlegmatick tefnper: 
a writer of this complexion gropes his way .foftly amongft 
//contradiction, and grovels in abfurdities. Addijon. 

1 his fatal hypocrify and //-deceit is taken notice of in 
thefe words, Who can underftand his errours? Cleanfe thou 
me from fecret faults. Addfon's Spediator. 

1 he guilt of perjury is fo //evident, that it was always 
reckoned amongft the greateft crimes, by thofe who were 
only governed by the light of reafon. Addifon. 

&?/fufficiency proceeds from inexperience. Addijon. 

Men had better own their ignorance than advance dodtrines 
which are//contradictory. Spediator, 

Light, which of all bodies is neareft allied to fpirit, is alfo 
moft diftufive and //communicative. A 1 orris. 

Thus we fee in bodies, the more of kin they are to fpirit in 
fubtilty and refinement, the more fpreading are they and felf- 
diftufive. _ _ Norms. 

God, who is an abfolute fpiritual a£I, and who is fuch a 
pure light as in which there is no darknefs, muft needs be in¬ 
finitely //imparting and communicative. Norris. 

Every animal is conflcious of fome individual,//moving, 
//-determining principle. Pope and Arbuihn. Mart. Scribs 
Nick does not pretend to be a gentleman: he is a tradef- 
man, a//feeking wretch. Arbuihn. John Bull. 

By the blaft of felf- opinion mov’d, 

We wifh to charm, and feek to be belov’d. Prior . 

Living and underftanding fubftances do moft dearly 

demonftrate to philofophical inquirers the neceflary felf 
exiftence, power, wifdom, and beneficence of their maker. 

Ttr . . ; _ Bentley’s Sermons. 

Ir it can intrinfically ftir it felf, and either commence or 
alter its courfe, it muft have a principle of felf- a&ivity, which 

WlfTYV Bentley's Sermons. 

, .. 1 / - h L s defire of exiftence is a natural affedion of the foul; 
tis/Zprefervation in the higheft and trueft meaning. Bentley, 
r 1 he P“ dofo P hers » and even the Epicureans, maintained the 
//fufficiency of the Godhead, and feldom or never facrificed 

at m' • ... Bentley’s Sermons . 

Matter is not endued with//motion, nor with a power to 
a er the courfe ni which it is put: it is merely paifive, and 
muft ever continue in that date it is fettled in. Cbe-ne 

( took not arms, ’till urg’d by felf- defence, 1 " 

T^e eldert law of nature. Rowe’s Amhit. Stepmother. 

His labour and ftudy would have Ihewn his early miftakes, 
and cured him of //flattering deluftons. Watts 

hn/w>h S n0t u t0 m d °! le in a rafh and /Efficient manner; 

walk f ^ ( humbJe dc P cn dance on divine grace, while we 
walk among fnares. * 

e religion of Jefus, with all its//denials, virtues, and 
devotions, is very pradicable. fy~tts. 

^1 heard in Crete, this ifland’s name; 

For twas in Crete, my native foil, I came 
o^/banith d thence. fr 

• ss; ““ » d • - sg 

I doom, to fix the gallant fhip, . 

A mark of vengeance on the fable deep 5 
1 o warn the thoughtlefs //confiding train, 

No more unlicens’d thus to brave the main. 

vv hat is loofe Jove ? a tranfient guff 
A vapour fed from wild defire, 

A vvand ring//confuming. fire. p 

In dubious thought the king awaits, 

And/^-cortfidering, as he (hands, debates. p 01>e 

ri % mighty Joves command, 

Lnw.lhnghave l trod this pleafiqe land ; 

For Who^-mov’d with weary wing would (weep 

Pope. 


Pope. 
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